
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NATURAL HOOF CARE PRACTITIONERS 

ÒCLUSTER CLINICÓ 

FIVE CONCURRENT ACCREDITED CLINICS 

When: April 18 – 23, 2008 
Where: Warrenton, Missouri 

(about 45 minutes west of St. Louis) 

Considering a career in hoof care or just want to know more about the natural hoof care movement? 
This is a great opportunity to jump start your education. 

On April 18 , Ann Corso, CP-KY kicks it off with an Introduction to Natural Trimming and the Wild 
Horse Model Clinic . Ann is the Assistant Director of AANHCP Operations, reporting directly to 
Jaime Jackson. Her communication skills, ability to explain complex natural phenomenon, and 
sincere approach have made her a successful instructor in both public and private sectors. Ann was a 
keynote speaker at the 2008 AANHCP conference, where she explained the principles of the natural 
trim in her presentation, ÒThe Synergy of Natural Hoof Care.Ó 
In her orientation clinic Ann gives:  

¥ A brief overview of the history of the natural hoof care movement and the  AANHCP.  

¥ An over view of the natural hoof care Training and Certification Program - Who's who and 
what's what.  

¥ An introduction to the Wild Horse Model. Clinic participants also see a BLM video of wild 
horses and handle authentic hooves from Jaime JacksonÕs historic excursion into wild horse 
country.  

Discusses: 
¥ The attributes of a normal hoof. 

¥ The principles and benefits of a natural trim.  

¥ Why and how form follows function.  

¥ The benefits of a proper natural trim to horse  and owner. 

There will also be demonstration trims Ñ  Participants see how the AANHCP Official Guidelines 
apply to different types of hooves.  

On April 19 , AM , Richard Drewry, CP-AR, will hold a combined ÒHorse BootÓ & ÒSafer Forage For 
Domestic EquinesÓ Clinic . Richard is a charter member of the AANHCP, and curr ently serves as 
Vice-President of its board of directors. He has provided hoof care practitioners specialized training 
in the art and science of booting for the past several years. His Boot Clinic provides a general 
introduction to booting. Participants le arn why successful booting is so integral to the ultimate 
success of the natural hoof care movement, the inherent difficulties associated with booting, the 
advantages and disadvantages of different boot models and methods for fitting and modifying boots 
for optimal comfort and protection of horses trimmed to the wild horse model. An understanding of 
basic booting principles can save horses from the discomfort of ill fitting boots and horse owners 
from the aggravation and expense of a trial-and-error search for the right boot.  
Richard also has a BS degree in Agronomy from the University of Arkansas and has  
worked as a Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Coordinator with the Northwest 
Arkansas RC & D Council, Inc for the past 18 years. In his presentation ÒSafer Forage For Domestic 
Equines,Ó Richard describes how to evaluate and select safer hays for equines and shares his opinion 
on which specific hays are safest to feed. He describes many of the general characteristics or 
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attributes of hay that peop le normally use to select hay for their horses, and explains how these 
sometimes can be misleading.  He also talks about the value and, unfortunately, the shortcomings of 
hay testing. 

On April 19, PM , Dr. Neal Valk, DVM, will hold a  Veterinary Affairs Orie ntation Clinic . Neal is an 
equine surgeon, AANHCP certified hoof care practitioner and the  Coordinator for the AANHCP 
Veterinary Medicine  Oversight Committee. Neal will talk about veterinarian/hoof care provider 
relations and the impact they have on equine hoof care. Topics include veterinary background and 
training, modern veterinary diagnostics and therapy, and the benefits of an amicable relationship 
between the veterinarian and hoof care provider. Neal will also talk about the importance and 
benefits of incorporating natural hoof/horse care in the treatment of common equine maladies, and 
the shortfalls of current veterinary therapy.  

 On April 20 & 21 AM , Dr. Bruce Nock, Ph.D. will hold a Lifeway and the Natural Hoof Clinic . 
Bruce is a tenured neurobiologist at Washington University School of Medicine with faculty 
appointments in the departments of Psychiatry, Anatomy and Neurobiology. He has been a 
laboratory scientist since 1973 and has published nearly 70 articles of original research in leading 
international scientific journals on subjects ranging from the physiology and consequences of stress to 
learning theory to molecular drug design. In recent years, under the auspices of Liberated 
Horsemanship, Bruce has dedicated his time and expertise to improving horse-human relationships 
through riding clinics, written publications, and educational seminars and symposiums. In addition 
to his scientific publications, Bruce is the author of the acclaimed book Ten Golden Rules of Horse 
Training and the newly released series of articles he calls The Biology of Natural Horsemanship. 

In the Lifeway and the Natural Hoof Clinic , Bruce explains that many things contribute to 
determining hoof integrity. Stress is one key factor and participants are led step-by-step from the 
physiology and biochemistry of stress to the risk of pathological conditions like laminitis and 
founder. The role of obesity, insulin resistance, reduced glucose availability, atherosclerosis, 
vasoconstriction, endothelial damage, bone loss and sub-clini cal inflammation are all described in 
understandable terms. The process of joint closure, the biomechanics of movement and riding, and 
the meaning of the term ÒnaturalÓ are also discussed in relation to hoof care. The importance of 
saddle fitting to hoof c are is also covered. In short, the clinic is a unique blend of in-depth 
information about how a horseÕs lifeway can impact hoof health and the outcome of natural hoof 
care. 

On April 21 PM, 22 & 23, Ann Corso, Assistant Director of AANHCP Operations and Nat ural Trim 
Workshop Clinician, will begin the workshop with a period of lecture/discussion on Monday 
afternoon, September 21. This will be followed by two days of instruction provided by top AANHCP 
Clinicians. Natural Trim Workshop participants will gain in tensive hands-on trimming practice on 
cadaver hooves; no live horses will be trimmed at this workshop. AANHCP students are required to 
demonstrate trimming competency by successfully passing a Òthree-hoof challengeÓ before 
advancing to training with live h orses. Prerequisite Reading Ñ  Official Trimming Guidelines of the 
AANHCP. Prerequisite Clinics Ñ  Introduction to Natural Trimming and the Wild Horse Model, 
Introduction to Booting, Veterinary Affairs Orientation Clinic, and Lifeway and the Natural Hoof. 

Clinic Attendance Is Limited To Registered Participants 


